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Asbury Woods Partnership…	   	
			   Support Us in Leading the Way

Otto Behrend’s Living Legacy 
Asbury Woods was founded through the generosity of Dr. Otto Behrend who 
bequeathed his beloved 100-acre farm retreat to the Millcreek Township 
School District in 1957.  This single gift inspired what has become our Asbury 
Woods - one of the premier environmental education centers in the tri-state 
region.  Today our Asbury Woods encompasses 205 acres with 4.5 miles 
of trails and serves over 30,000 via programs and over 100,000 trail users 
annually.  

You can also leave a lasting legacy at the Woods through our planned giving 
and endowment programs.  For more information on these and other giving 
opportunities, please contact Jennifer Burke, Development Director at 814.440.6895.

Our Mission:
To provide the region with opportunities to experience, study and enjoy nature and 
to be a model site for sustainable environmental practices.
Our Vision:
To inspire a lifelong appreciation, understanding and stewardship of nature.

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Erie-
PA/Asbury-Woods-Nature-Center/85578902499.

•	 Ensuring a Bright and Lasting Financial Future for Asbury  Woods

•	 Providing Community Programs, Special Events and Outdoor 
Recreation Opportunities 

•	 Community Stewards of Your Asbury Woods

 

Cert. No.: BV-SFICOC-US07000166

Your Asbury 
Woods…
a  Tr e a s u r e d  C o m m u n i t y 
A s s e t  f o r  O v e r  5 0  Ye a r s !
1 9 5 7 	 D r.  O t t o  B e h r e n d  b e q u e a t h s 

h i s  1 0 0 - a c r e  fa r m  r e t r e a t  t o 
t h e  M i l l c r e e k  To w n s h i p  S c h o o l 
D i s t r i c t .

1 9 6 7        	 F i r s t  s i t e  p l a n  i d e n t i f i e s  1 0 0 - a c r e 
p r o p e r t y  a s  i d e a l  f o r  a  N a t u r e 
C e n t e r.

1 9 6 8 	 A s b u r y  Wo o d s  h i r e s  f i r s t 
n a t u r a l i s t  t o  l e a d  t o u r s  a n d 
t e a c h e r  w o r k s h o p s ,  a n d  t o  l i v e  i n 
t h e  c o t t a g e .

1 9 7 3 - 7 4 	 Vo l u n t e e r s  c o n s t r u c t  f i r s t 
w h e e l c h a i r  a c c e s s i b l e  b o a r d w a l k 
t r a i l . 

1 9 7 4    	 S t a ff  a n d  vo l u n t e e r s  c o n v e r t 
c o t t a g e  t o  n a t u r e  c e n t e r  a n d 
e x p a n d  p r o g r a m s .

1 9 7 9 	 C a m p e r s  a t t e n d  f i r s t  s u m m e r  d a y 
c a m p s . 

1 9 8 0 	 Te a c h e r s  a n d  n a t u r a l i s t s 
d e v e l o p  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  o u t d o o r 
c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y 
s t u d e n t s . 

1 9 9 5 	 A s b u r y  Wo o d s  r e c e i v e s  d o n a t i o n 
o f  2 5  a c r e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  2 0 0 - a c r e 
G r e e n w a y  Tr a i l .

1 9 9 9 	 A d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  c o m p l e t e s 
m a s t e r  p l a n  f o r  4 . 5  m i l e  t r a i l 
s y s t e m  a n d  fa c i l i t y  r e n o va t i o n .

2 0 0 0 	 F r i e n d s  o f  A s b u r y  Wo o d s  N a t u r e 
C e n t e r  ( To d a y  t h e  A s b u r y  Wo o d s 
Pa r t n e r s h i p )  l a u n c h e s  s u c c e s s f u l 
$ 3 . 4  m i l l i o n  c a p i t a l  c a m p a i g n  f o r 
N a t u r e  C e n t e r  r e n o va t i o n .

2 0 0 2 	 C o n t r a c t o r s  c o m p l e t e  B r o w n ’s 
Fa r m  B a r n  r e n o va t i o n .

2 0 0 3 	 G r a n t s  a n d  g i f t s  f u n d  p e d e s t r i a n 
b r i d g e  o v e r  Wa l n u t  C r e e k , 
c o m p l e t i n g  2 . 2  m i l e  G r e e n w a y 
Tr a i l .

2 0 0 5     	 T h o u s a n d s  a t t e n d  r e d e d i c a t i o n 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  r e n o va t e d  N a t u r e 
C e n t e r.

2 0 0 8 	 A s b u r y  Wo o d s  Pa r t n e r s h i p  e n t e r s 
i n t o  a  n e w  o p e r a t i n g  a g r e e m e n t 
w i t h  M i l l c r e e k  To w n s h i p  S c h o o l 
D i s t r i c t .

2 0 1 0 	 A s b u r y  Wo o d s  Pa r t n e r s h i p 
e s t a b l i s h e s  p e r m a n e n t 
e n d o w m e n t  t h r o u g h  T h e  E r i e 
C o m m u n i t y  Fo u n d a t i o n .   

2 0 1 0 	 A s b u r y  Wo o d s  Pa r t n e r s h i p 
e s t a b l i s h e s  e s t a t e  p l a n n i n g 
p r o g r a m  f o r  d o n o r s  t h r o u g h  T h e 
E r i e  C o m m u n i t y  Fo u n d a t i o n ’s 
E l i s h a  H .  M a c k  C o m m u n i t y 
B e q u e s t  S o c i e t y  M a c k  S o c i e t y.   

2 0 1 0 	 A s b u r y  Wo o d s  Pa r t n e r s h i p 
r e c e i v e s  N o n - P r o f i t  Pa r t n e r s h i p ’s 
“ C h a r l e s  H .  B r a c k e n  Ex c e l l e n c e  i n 
N o n p r o f i t  G o v e r n a n c e  A w a r d .”



Please Join us in Leading the Way…
	 We’re All Partners for the Woods

Leading the Way… 
	   Stewarding Your Asbury Woods
Asbury Woods Nature Center is managed through a public-private partnership between the Millcreek 
Township School District and the Asbury Woods Partnership, Inc.  A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, the 
Asbury Woods Partnership is designated as the lead organization responsible for ensuring the Nature 
Center’s long-term financial sustainability, community programming and public outreach activities. 

The Partnership currently funds over 50% of the Asbury Woods operating budget.  As a result of decreased 
funding from the Millcreek Township School District, the Partnership foresees that it will be taking on an 
even greater portion of the Center’s budget in 2012 and beyond.  That’s why we need your support today!

We are pleased that 49% of the Partnership’s 2010-11 income was generated through program fees, rentals 
and gift shop revenue.  The remaining 51% came directly from donations and fundraising events such as 
our Annual 5K Ridge Run.

Since our inception in 2000, the Partnership has accomplished a great deal in support of Asbury Woods.  
Today, the Asbury Woods Partnership is well equipped to manage and sustain the financial stability of 
Asbury Woods.  Please partner with us in support of all the good things we do by making a donation today!

“ T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s h o w i n g  u s 
a r o u n d  A s b u r y  Wo o d s .   I  l e a r n e d 
t h a t  b i r d s  d o n ’ t  h i b e r n a t e  a n d  a 

s w a m p  h a s  d u c k s  i n  i t .” 

 –  C h r i s t i a n ,  2 n d  G r a d e r

“ I  h a v e  b e e n  a  vo l u n t e e r  a t 
A s b u r y  Wo o d s  N a t u r e  C e n t e r 

s i n c e  I  w a s  1 2  y e a r s  o l d .   N o w  I 
k n o w  t e a c h i n g  i s  e x a c t l y  w h a t  I 
w a n t  t o  d o.”  –  S t e p h a n i e ,  H i g h 

S c h o o l  S t u d e n t

“ … M y  e x p e r i e n c e s  a t  A s b u r y 
Wo o d s  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  m y 

p r o fe s s i o n a l  p a t h .   I  n o w  h a v e 
a  f u l f i l l i n g  c a r e e r  f u n d i n g  e a r l y 

s t a g e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t 
i n  c l e a n  e n e r g y  t e c h n o l o g i e s .” 

–  L e s h i k a 

“ I  g r e w  u p  w i t h  A s b u r y  Wo o d s . 
F r o m  w a t c h i n g  m y  m o t h e r 

vo l u n t e e r  w h e n  I  w a s  l i t t l e  t o 
j o i n i n g  t h e  Ex p l o r e r  Po s t  i n  h i g h 

s c h o o l .  A s b u r y  Wo o d s  w a s  a n 
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  m y  l i fe  t h a t 

I  w i l l  c h e r i s h  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  m y 
l i f e .” –  J u l i e

 “ T h e  M i s e r y  B a y  D u l c i m e r  C l u b 
a n d  t h e  A s b u r y  Wo o d s  N a t u r e 

C e n t e r  h a v e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  a l m o s t  2 0  y e a r s … 

T h e r e ’s  n e v e r  b e e n  a  t i m e  w h e n 
w e  h a v e n ’ t  l e f t  A s b u r y  Wo o d s 

N a t u r e  C e n t e r  f i l l e d  w i t h  j o y  f o r 
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .” 

–  B a r b a r a  N a g l e ,  C o - Fo u n d e r  a n d 
D i r e c t o r,  M i s e r y  B a y  D u l c i m e r 

C l u b

The Asbury Woods Partnership is governed by a dedicated board of 15 community members from around the 
Erie region.  Standing, R-L: Joe Cuzzola, David Livingston, Amy Valentine, Jose Bermudez, Joe Mineo, Chris Elwell, 
Verel Salmon, Melissa Grimm.  Sitting, R-L: Laurel Taft, Diana Day, Mark Shaw, Nancy Kern, Peggy Richardson. Not 
Pictured: Don Buseck and Leslie Marsden.  Photo credit: Rohrbach Photography

Fundraising Events

Donations and Membership

Gift Shop and Rentals

Program Revenues
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35%

14%
39%

12%

Asbury Woods Partnership 2010-11 Fiscal Year Income

educate and engage

provide access to healthy recreational 
and wellness activities

preserve and protect open space 
and natural areas

are leaders in environmental technology 
and sustainability

provide career skills and opportunities

For Over 50 
Years, Your 
Place to Learn, 
Explore, Relax, 
and Play!

Highlights from 2010/11
It was a very busy year at Asbury Woods!

•	 Nearly 800 scheduled activities were attended by over 30,000 participants.

•	 An estimated 100,000 visited the Center and used our trails.

•	 19,246 children attended education programs.

•	 A 228-foot wetland boardwalk was completed on the Greenway Trail. 

•	 Landscape plans were completed for the Nature Play Area and Otto Behrend Legacy Garden.

•	 Volunteer crews gathered 500 gallons of maple sap, and made a record breaking 12 gallons of syrup 
during Maple Festival Season.

•	 Sponsors, walkers and runners supported our inaugural 5K Ridge Run. 

•	 Winter Wonderland Festival was expanded to 8 full nights more than doubling attendance and 
revenues in support of the Nature Center.

•	 Volunteers donated 11,500 hours for Millcreek School programs, community programs, special 
events and land stewardship.

Asbury Woods belongs to everyone! And we all play an important role as stewards of this 
very special place.  Like many other organizations around the nation, the Woods has not been 
immune to the recent economic downturn and has suffered a loss of funding revenue.  Keeping 
a watchful eye to the future, we have responded with cuts in expenses, a search for new 
revenue sources and improved efficiency of operations.  The simple truth is however that we 
cannot accomplish all that we do without your support.   Please help us reach our 2012 Annual 
Appeal goal.

 Annual Appeal Goal - $70,000

Your support is urgently needed to operate and maintain Asbury Woods so that we 
can continue to provide programs and free year-round access to the Center and its 205 acres.   
Please partner with us today.  Help Asbury Woods reach our goals.

Asbury Woods Partnership Goals for 2012:

•	 Continue to provide free, year-round access to the Nature Center’s exhibits and trails
•	 Grow our audience for programs, events, rentals and gift shop 
•	 Increase funding to cover 100% of administrative support for community programs
•	 Address programming needs, staffing and financial realities through a restructuring plan  
•	 Update and revise our strategic plan to address new challenges of operating a growing 
nature center
•	 Continue to pursue long-term financial stability through gifts to the endowment and 
planned giving.

Asbury Woods Needs Your Gift to the Annual Appeal Today

Funds from this year’s Annual Appeal will directly support our above goals.  Thank you in 
advance for helping Asbury Woods continue as a beloved regional asset for another 50 years 
and beyond!
Donations may be sent to:

Asbury Woods Partnership
4105 Asbury Road
Erie, PA  16506

–or–

On-line contributions are gratefully accepted through our website at 
www.asburywoods.org.  


